
LETTER TO MEMBERS OF THE TAUGHANNOCK SOCCER CLUB 
 

The Difference between Recreational and Competitive Soccer 

and Expectations for Travel Soccer Players 

 

The Taughannock Soccer Club (TSC) facilitates soccer opportunities at both the recreational and 

competitive levels of soccer. There is a clear distinction between the two types of involvement in 

both skill level and commitment.  

 

RECREATIONAL SOCCER: Anyone at any level of ability can participate in a recreational 

soccer program. The expectations are minimal; players hopefully will attend all sessions 

(because they enjoy the activity) but their absence will not be noted nor will they be penalized 

for missing a session. In other words, commitment to the program is not a Club expectation. 

Although technical skills are taught as part of our recreational program, the main objective of 

recreational soccer is to have fun. The relaxed nature of the recreational program is reflected in 

its low cost; the only fee required is membership in the Club. 

 

COMPETITIVE or “TRAVEL” SOCCER is quite different. “Travel” soccer requires a more 

serious attitude about soccer than is expected for recreational soccer. Players need to be able to 

focus and follow instructions to be successful at this level of play. The cost of being on a travel 

team includes the annual Club membership fee plus a seasonal program fee that typically ranges 

from $60 to $80. 

 Although the TSC does not ordinarily hold tryouts for our travel teams (the pool of 

players in the Trumansburg area is usually small enough that all interested players can 

participate), the expectation is that players with better than average soccer skills for their age 

group are more likely to be interested in the competitive aspect of travel soccer. That being said, 

willingness to learn and practice to develop skills are equally important criteria for participation 

on a travel soccer team for players of any ability. 

 The decision to join a travel team should be an informed one that is not taken lightly. A 

travel team’s size is limited in the number of players that can be rostered, therefore, it is unfair to 

the team and to any players that might have been excluded due to roster limits, if a player does 

not commit to his/her team. The decision requires a commitment on the parts of both the player 

and the player’s parents or guardians. When placed on the roster, each player commits to being at 

all practices (usually two per week), all team meetings, and all games, both home and away, 

unless he/she is ill, injured, or has a major and unavoidable family event or emergency. In these 

latter cases, the player will notify the coach of any planned tardiness or absence in a timely 

manner. Players will show up at least 15 minutes before a practice session and 30 minutes before 

a game, to warm up, get focused on the activity, and be ready to play when the first whistle is 

blown. Players are on the field to play soccer; not to “star gaze” or be disruptive or a distraction 

to other players. Players are expected to be attentive and follow the coach’s instructions; 

therefore, an age-appropriate level of maturity is required. 

 The meaning of “travel” in the phrase “travel soccer” should be self evident, but 

nevertheless, its meaning in practice needs to be emphasized. “Travel” means that at least half of 

your player’s games will be “away” games, that is, they will not be played in Trumansburg. You 

and/or your player will travel, on average, 45 to 60 minutes to play opposing teams (Lansing, 

Dryden, Elmira, Corning) while participating in the Tompkins County Fall League and from 1 to 



2 hours (Corning, Elmira, Binghamton, Oxford, Davenport, Oneonta) while participating in the 

Broome County Spring League. So as not to discourage parents of young players, 2-hour trips to 

away games usually apply to the older age groups—U16 and U19—rather than the younger age 

groups. That being said, although your team may not be scheduled to play a team 2 hours away, 

you should be aware of this possibility and prepared to travel the distance should such a game be 

scheduled. Attendance at away games is part of the commitment that you and your player make 

to the team.  

 Fines levied by the respective Leagues against a team are also a possibility of the travel 

soccer programs. If enough players to field a team do not show up for a game, your team will be 

fined for late cancellation of a game and for forfeiting the game. There may also be a fee for 

rescheduling the game, as well. These fines are the responsibility of the team. If not paid in a 

timely manner, the team could be expelled from the league, in which case another sizeable fine 

would be assessed. Also, in the unlikely event that your player is “sent off” the field (red carded), 

he/she will be fined $25; it is the responsibility of the player to pay this fine, and until this 

payment is made, he/she will not be able to play in a future game. 

 If you have any questions, you should speak with the coach or manager of the team that 

your player is interested in joining, before you sign your player up. Once your player is on the 

team roster, TSC and your team will assume that you are completely committed to the team for 

the season, as described above.   
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